
WILL IT BE AN ENGLISH SUMMER? 
 

... sometimes defined as “three fine days and a thunderstorm”. Welcome to OHSCA Newsletter no. 39 – Summer 2026 
– when heat and water could be issues. But as spring turned to summer, the city walls literally blossomed ...

VIBRANT NEW CITY WALL WILDFLOWER PLANTING – visible from OHSCA ‘territory’ (e.g. Old Dover Road; Rhodaus Close), 28 May 2026 
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK 
This edition raises serious issues about water, including 
a heartfelt plea from David Kemsley, and the current 
consultation on community governance. Recently, the 
Canterbury Society and ACRA have both responded in 
detail to the now closed Council Draft Local Plan Reg. 
19 public consultation. Their responses are accessible 
on the Society (https://www.canterburysociety.org.uk/) 
and OHSCA websites, respectively. On a more light-
hearted note, SEA remains very active, while O. Hill 
writes about strange goings on at Canterbury West. 
 Stewart Ross, Chair of the Canterbury Com-
memoration Society, has kindly agreed to speak at our 
AGM (23 October) “about CCS and its current projects, 
one of which is a toleration memorial in the grounds of 
the renovated Castle, dedicated to Michael Steed”. CCS 
is a registered charity that aims to “advance public 
education in the events and people in Canterbury's 
history”, and “preserve, protect, develop and improve 
features of aesthetic, artistic or historical interest”. 
 I can now give more detail about Canterbury-based 
dementia charity Bright Shadow’s recent award – 
£400,000 from the National Lottery Community Fund. 
This represents about a third of the funds needed over 
the next three years to continue the charity’s mission of 
using the power of the arts to support those living with 
and affected by dementia, and help them thrive. 
 Many residents attended a recent garden party in 
Ethelbert Road organised in support of Bright Shadow, 
and will be delighted to learn that over £3,000 was 
raised. If you wish to support the charity's work further – 
which has been independently shown to reduce 
loneliness, boost mood, support carers, and change the 
course of ‘dementia journeys’ – do consider making a 
donation or legacy, volunteering, or taking part in 
sessions. More information can be found at 
www.brightshadow.org.uk, or by calling 01227 467272. 
 

SOPHIE SCOTT 
Very sadly, I have to report that Committee member 
Sophie Scott died on 13 June, after a long illness. 
Sophie was an exceptionally active supporter of both 
OHDS and OHSCA, and will be greatly missed. Tributes 
will appear in the Autumn newsletter. 

Dick Vane-Wright (editor@ohsca.org) 

MEMBERSHIP 
With the majority having paid their subscription for the 
year by the middle of April, the membership desk in 
recent weeks has been relatively quiet. If you are 
receiving a reminder to pay with this Summer edition of 
the Newsletter, it may be that you have yet to get round 
to it – or it could be an error (with 200 households, give 
or take a few, there is always room for that). An email or 
a phone call to me should easily clear it up. 
 The methods of payment are by cash, cheque (to 
OHSCA) or online transfer. For the last of these the 
details are as follows: OHSCA; Sort code 60-04-27; 
Account no: 90612094. OHSCA does not accept crypto 
– but then no one has made an approach. 
 Please study the summer calendar of upcoming 
events. The team that comprises the Social Events and 
Activities committee works assiduously to bring these 
about and make them smooth-running. Appreciation is 
best shown by our turning out and sharing the fun. 

Peter Whisson, Membership Secretary. 
membership@ohsca.org 

 
WEBSITE AND EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS 
OHSCA sends out email notifications to provide details, 
updates and notices of events. You can receive the full 
colour Digital Edition newsletter too, but only if we have 
your email address – if we do not have it, or it needs 
updating, please do contact the Membership Secretary.  
 Our website (http://www.ohsca.org) provides much 
additional information, and is also an archive, giving 
access to previous newsletters and pictures. Updated 
monthly, it includes a helpful events diary. I always 
welcome photographs and other interesting items from 
Members that could be included. 

Lucy Fletcher-Jones (website@ohsca.org) 
OHSCA website and Events bulletin alerts 

 
GREEN TEAM 

 
Milton Road, 12 June 2026 

At the time of going to press, Helly Langley was 
organising a litter-pick (20 June). The Green Team is 
always concerned with its three gardens – at St 
George’s Place (currently inaccessible), the Fire 
Station, and ‘Milton Road.’ This last is an unadopted 
track that runs between South Canterbury Road and 
Cromwell Road. After much sun and rain, Milton now 
needs a lot of work to keep it in check, and attractive. If 
any new volunteers could spare some hours to help 
look after it, I am sure Deirdre (greenteam@ohsca.org) 
would greatly appreciate hearing from you.     Ed. 
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COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 
Against the still unresolved background of the new 
unitary council to which Canterbury will eventually be 
allocated (see OHSCA Spring Newsletter, p. 3), CCC 
has instigated a Community Governance Review – with 
the strapline “have your say on local representation”. 
This will take place in two stages: 

• Stage one (current consultation): CCC is 
gathering views on existing parish 
arrangements and areas that lack parishes, and 
inviting ideas and proposals for change. The 
responses to this consultation will be used to 
help shape draft recommendations for the area. 

• Stage two: CCC will then consult on specific 
draft recommendations before finalising any 
decisions 

Stage 1 responses must be submitted, via this online 
link, by midnight Sunday 5 July: 
https://news.canterbury.gov.uk/consultations/community
-governance-review-have-your-say-on-local-
representation/ 
 Some members attended a talk organised by SEA 
on Local Government on 21 April, presented by Richard 
Norman. One of Richard’s several ‘hats’ is that of being 
Secretary of St Michael's Road Area Residents' 
Association. On behalf of SMRARA, Richard recently 
submitted their collective response to Stage 1 – which, 
very graciously, their Association has given us 
permission to include here: 

This is a submission to Stage 1 of the Community 
Governance Review from St Michael’s Road Area 
Residents’ Association ... We work to promote cooperation 
and a sense of community among our residents for mutual 
benefit, including fostering good relations with the large 
number of student residents in the area. 
  In this work we have benefited from good working 
relationships with Canterbury City Council. We have 
greatly valued the commitment of our local CCC and KCC 
councillors, and support from council officers. We 
recognise that, with the demise of CCC and KCC and their 
replacement by an East Kent unitary authority, this will 
become more difficult. Although we will still be represented 
by our elected representatives on the new authority, they 
will have to cover a larger area than the existing CCC ward 
and will have more extended responsibilities and less time 
for our local concerns. Whatever its particular geographical 
configuration, the new local authority will inevitably be 
more remote. 
  We therefore welcome the current Community 
Governance Review, and its commitment to assess 
governance arrangements at the most local level. We note 
that this includes the question whether the city of 
Canterbury needs any different arrangements such as a 
new town or parish council. Our SMRARA committee has 
discussed this and would welcome the opportunity for local 
residents, in the Stage 2 consultation, to give their views 
on the option of a new town council. We assume that our 
members will have a range of views, but we think that the 
option of a new town council deserves serious 
consideration. It would mean that we would have elected 
representatives who could provide us with valuable 
support, could access limited funding to help our work 
when appropriate, and could also act as intermediaries 
between our Association and the East Kent unitary 
authority. We would also suggest that there should be 
scope, in Stage 2, for consideration to be given to any 

proposal for parish councils for separate parts of 
Canterbury as an alternative to a town council for the 
whole of the city. 
 We ask that these options should be consulted on in 
Stage 2 of the Community Governance Review. We would, 
in Stage 2, aim to help provide our members with the 
information they need in order to make an informed 
judgement. 

As became evident on 21 April, there is little doubt that 
individual members of OHSCA will, to quote the above, 
“have a range of views” – but some at least certainly 
“think that the option of a new town council deserves 
serious consideration”. If you have opinions, for or 
against, or wish to propose any particular solution 
regarding the issues at stake, do make your views 
known to the Council now – you have until Sunday 5 
July to do so.              Ed. 
 
 
WATER, WATER EVERYWHERE – BUT NOT A 
DROP TO DRINK? 
At times during the winter it seemed as if it might never 
stop raining. But according to Google AI: 

East Kent is one of the driest parts of the UK, with 
historical rainfall (approx. 600–750 mm) far below the 
European average. 

If you then ask “Is the human population density of Kent 
UK above or below the average for western Europe?” 
Google AI responds: 

The human population density of Kent, UK, is significantly 
above the average for Western Europe ... Kent Population 
Density: Approximately 462–517 people per square km 
(depending on whether the definition includes the Medway 
unitary authority). Western Europe Average: Approximately 
180–184 people per square km. 

Follow this by asking “Is the human population density 
of Kent UK rising or falling in relation to the rise or fall of 
the human population of the UK as a whole?”, the 
answer forthcoming is:  

The human population density of Kent is rising in relation 
to the UK as a whole, growing at a faster rate than both the 
regional average for the South East and the national 
average for England. 

Some years ago the planning application for the 4000 
home South Canterbury housing scheme, then known 
as Mountfield Park, was held back over concerns 
regarding disposal of waste water, particularly with 
respect to the added impact on our internationally 
important wetland at Stodmarsh. But the development 
now has an amber if not green light. Recently, during 
the short May heat wave, it became abundantly clear 
that South East Water cannot reliably supply sufficient 
drinking water for the existing needs of the Ashford and 
Canterbury districts, let alone the many thousands more 
households planned – and a further hike in our district’s 
population density. 
 
 The heart of our water system is the Great Stour – 
itself a locally and globally important chalk stream. A 
stream system that is key to our fresh water supply – 
and at the same time, in some regrettable respects, an 
open sewer. Below, David Kemsley offers a heartfelt 
plea – who will take care of our vital river, who will take 
that responsibility and manage our waterways properly? 
Will anyone stand up?            Ed. 

https://news.canterbury.gov.uk/consultations/community-governance-review-have-your-say-on-local-representation/
https://news.canterbury.gov.uk/consultations/community-governance-review-have-your-say-on-local-representation/
https://news.canterbury.gov.uk/consultations/community-governance-review-have-your-say-on-local-representation/
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DAVID KEMSLEY’S PLEA 
I should have known that what I thought would be a 
brief telephone call to the Editor would develop into a 
longer conversation about local environmental matters 
of shared concern. After some persuasion, but with my 
full agreement, I have written this personal account – 
which is not necessarily indicative of the view of any 
organisation of which I am a committee member.  
 I need to preface what follows with some important 
context. First and foremost, I have no scientific 
qualifications. Secondly, I get intensely irritated, to the 
point of shouting at the television (much to the 
displeasure of family members) about three specifics: 

1. Representatives of public services whose first 
priority is to stress that they are working with 
partners. Yes, yes, that’s all very noble – but 
what are you actually doing through your own 
initiative?! 

2. Innumerate journalists that lack curiosity. Why 
don’t you ask about x? 

3. Weasel worded subjective statements from slick 
PR people and developers that are completely 
devoid of hard evidence or numbers. The 
applicant for the proposed data processing 
centre at Shelford Farm has stated that water 
consumption will be minimal – what does that 
mean ? A gallon a year or perhaps 500–2000 
litres per day – who knows? [According to 
Google AI, a small AI data processing plant 
(around 1 MW) requires about 70,000–100,000 
litres per day; a medium-sized facility uses 1-4 
million litres per day – mainly for cooling.] 

I am obviously concerned about macro-environmental 
matters such a climate change – but I want to focus 
here on local matters and in particular water, and 
specifically the River Stour. I will leave for another day 
my worries about: 

• The ever-growing mountain of waste at the 
Material Recovery Facility at Shelford Farm 
which looms ominously over our lovely World 
Heritage Site city 

• Air Quality on the ring road poisoned not least 
by the 150 lorries a day that access the 
Shelford site 

• Fresh water supply and the ambitious target of 
household consumption being reduced to 110 
litres per person per day. Sounds very generous 
until you check the stats on your bill. 

So, with respect to our beloved River Stour: 

 
Almost anywhere you care to look, bucolic images of our “beloved River” 

abound – but the reality is of concern and lack of accountability. [Community 
Ad Magazine cover image by Raphaella300©] 

 

 My paternal family hails from the Godmersham and 
Chilham area, and the river has been an important part 
of our lives for generations. It is distressing to know that 
the river in which my father and I swam in years ago, in 
our childhood, is now totally unsafe for bathing, with 
high levels of E. coli. 
 Figures presented by Iain Goodall at the recent 
Friends of Westgate Parks AGM revealed the extent of 
the prevailing pollution in the river. So my question is – 
who has the lead responsibility for sorting it out?  
 Maddeningly, the more questions I ask the more 
mysterious it becomes. For sure, lots of organisations, 
agencies and government departments say they care 
and are involved in some way or other – but who is 
leading the process and who will be held accountable if 
the river is not restored to good health? Interested 
parties, in no particular order, include an ever-changing 
Secretary of State for the Environment (currently Emma 
Reynolds, appointed last September) and her 
department (Defra), the Environment Agency, Natural 
England, Southern Water, South East Water, KCC and 
CCC. Without the help of wonderful volunteers who help 
with the upkeep of the river bank and rubbish removal, 
the river would be in an even sorrier condition than now.  
 Ashford and Canterbury Councils have joined forces 
to set up an agency called Stour Environment Credits 
Ltd. The agency will sell credits to developers. The 
funds from these credits will then be used to 
commission schemes, such as wetlands development 
and septic tank replacements, which will, it is claimed, 
offset the additional nutrients and pollutants being 
added to the river from the aforesaid developments. It is 
currently impossible to find out any detail about how this 
will work in practice, although it is clear that it is heavily 
reliant on input from Natural England. 
 The SEC website does not offer any explanation 
(https://www.stourenvironmentalcredits.co.uk/). Direct 
questions I put to a member of SEC staff met with a 
response suggesting that I had best ask Natural 
England (NE). NE has recently conceded that, despite a 
previous assurance to the Government, it does not have 
the funds to monitor these schemes.  
 Now consider this: buried in the fine detail of a recent 
planning application for a 73 place residential home at 
Thanington was a request, since granted, to be 
released from an obligation to provide a Waste Water 
Treatment Plant on site for the reason that credits had 
been purchased from SEC, seemingly for a mitigation 
scheme near Wye. Local people in Wye seem to have 
no knowledge of the proposal. 
 Big questions remain about transparency of SEC 
transactions, management of the mitigation schemes, 
the effectiveness of these schemes, and contingency 
plans if schemes are not successful. The even bigger 
underlying question, based on the definition of 
mitigation (Collins online dictionary) as “making less 
severe”, is when can we expect a reduction of nutrients, 
pollutants and E. coli in the river to a level deemed safe 
enough for people to swim, and flora and fauna to 
revive?         David Kemsley, 31 May 2026 
 

Stour Valley Restore 
While it does not offer the governmental or 
administrative assurances that David seeks, the 

https://www.stourenvironmentalcredits.co.uk/
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recently funded Stour Valley Restore project not only 
highlights many of the issues, it also promises a number 
of improvement and mitigation projects. More on this is 
included in the Digital Edition.         Ed. 

AND TALKING OF SOMETHING TO DRINK ... 

 
According to the remarkable ‘Dover Kent Archives 
(Canterbury)’ website, the Two Doves public house 
(1965 picture by Edward Wilmot©: http://www.dover-
kent.com/Two-Doves-Canterbury.html) in Nunnery 
Fields finally closed its doors in February 2019. The 
website devotes some 3000 words to subsequent 
efforts to revive it – but all to no avail. 
 Seven years on, it recently re-opened as a 
‘convenience’ store – one wonders if it will succeed, and 
if not, what fate awaits after that? Meanwhile, am I 
alone in also wondering if its new ‘exterior decor’ is 
appropriate for a designated urban Conservation Area? 
Nunnery Fields was registered as one of Canterbury’s 
official conservation areas on 12 November 1998. Sad 
to say, CCC axed its team of conservation officers in 
2011, as part of a supposed cost-cutting exercise. Cost 
of everything, value of nothing springs to mind.    Ed. 

 
The new ‘Two Doves’ – conservation and/or convenience? 

OHC (OHSCA HEALTHCARE GROUP) 
The OHC group monitors changes affecting healthcare 
in the OHSCA area, with a focus on the NHS, GP 
practices, and the K&C Hospital. As ever, I am very 
grateful to Denis for his continuing input on the ever-
more baffling saga of NHS management. Despite all the 
mayhem at political and senior management level, we 
have to be grateful that, when we actually need medical 
help, most NHS staff working at the ‘coal face’ still offer 
a wonderful service – at least, in my experience.    Ed. 

NHS Management 
Mr Streeting’s resignation letter clearly marks the 
political nature of his resignation, so I apologise for 

mentioning it, but his letter is also HealthCare news, 
recounting as it does his successes, not any failure, as 
Health Secretary; he mentions inter alia his team’s 
achievement in “balancing the books for the first time in 
nine years”, a feat which will be very welcome, and 
perhaps also news to many NHS Finance Directors and 
to his successor, the ex-Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury. 
 The NHS 10-year Plan is strongly identified with the 
outgoing Health Secretary, but the Kent & Medway 
ICB’s recent meeting (19 May) was too soon for any 
speculation about his successor’s possible impact on 
the Plan; the Board remains deeply preoccupied with its 
change of role (to a predominantly commissioning 
body), with its colossal cost- and staff-reduction 
challenge, and with its almost total change of 
leadership, which by the coming autumn will have 
included the posts of CEO, Finance Director, Chief 
Strategy Officer, Chief of Staff, Director of Corporate 
Governance, Chief Medical Officer, Chief Nursing 
Officer, People Officer – and in mid-March, its Chair. 
Meanwhile, the ICS Partnership Joint Committee, 
whose original main function was to integrate KCC’s 
and Medway’s Social Care with the Health Service, met 
on 31 March this year, and is next scheduled to meet in 
March 2027. 
 Three members of the public asked questions at the 
May ICB Board, about the planned national “patient’s 
record” (as I write, due to be debated in the Commons 
on 1 June). Concerns expressed include data security, 
commercial links, its American origin and ownership 
(Palantir), and political associations of the contractors. 
The Chair and CEO defended the scheme, and 
promised a full report at the July Board meeting. 
 Incidentally, the closure this coming December of the 
national ‘watchdog’ service Healthwatch has been 
announced.                            Denis Linfoot, 1 June 2026 

Canterbury Safe Haven 
OHSCA has been contacted regarding an alternative 
mental health crisis service, Canterbury Safe Haven. 
Open from 18.00–23.00 every day of the year, and 
located at 22–23 North Lane, Canterbury CT2 7EE, the 
Haven is non-clinical and non-judgemental, with an 
emphasis on providing support for those experiencing 
distress, as well as supporting clients to access 
potential services and opportunities in the wider 
community. 
 The Haven is drop-in, but it can also offer referrals to 
professionals. Anyone over the age of 18 is welcome, 
and it is not necessary to be registered with a mental 
health service. A virtual service is also available for 
those who cannot attend face-to-face.  Telephone 
07876 476703 or 07483 163953. More information can 
be found at: https://www.mhm.org.uk/kent-safe-havens. 
 Canterbury Safe Haven is part of a registered mental 
health charity run by Mental Health Matters (MHM), 
supported, funded, and endorsed in partnership with 
NHS Kent and Medway.           Ed. 
 
SOCIAL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES GROUP (SEA) 
SEA organises social activities and events to bring the 
community together. Reminders are sent out by 
mailchimp to those members who have provided their 

https://www.mhm.org.uk/kent-safe-havens
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email address to Peter Whisson (email Peter at 
membership@ohsca.org). We welcome offers to help 
with activities, to join the SEA sub-committee, or any 
suggestions for future events. Please contact the SEA 
Convenor, Lorna Durrani, at social@ohsca.org. 

SEA activities for 2026 
Monthly coffee mornings: Coffee mornings will continue 
on every fourth Wednesday of the month, apart from 
December. Dates: 24 June, 22 July, 26 August, 23 

September, 28 October, and 25 November.  
GIG (Gardeners’ Interest Group): The annual Plant 
Share took place at Gill Prett’s house on Saturday 23 
May. On Sunday 24 May we visited Helly Langley’s 
garden. On Sunday 14 June, Ann Riding opened her 
garden to members and guests. A planned visit to 
Godinton House (near Ashford) was cancelled due to 
poor weather; it may be re-scheduled.  

 
This year’s Plant Share was again not strongly supported – perhaps 30 

people over the two hours. Those who did join greatly enjoyed themselves – 
not least due to Gill Prett’s warm welcome and kind hospitality. Many plants 

to share, coffee, sunny skies, good company – what’s not to like? 
 Forthcoming GIG events include:  
• Thursday 25 June. Visit to Kenfield Hall. A maximum 

of 15 people (please be sure to book).  
• Wednesday 8 July at 10am. Pilgrims Road Allotment 

visit. Retimed – please see foot of p. 9. 
• Thursday 9 July at 2pm. Visit to Ouden Gardens 

near Ospringe. Tea & cake £6 (tbc). 
Talks: The Story of the Kent and Canterbury Club at 
The Elms. The launch of the new book will take place 
on Tuesday 30 June at the Kent & Canterbury Club, with 
members of both OHSCA and the Kent & Canterbury 
Club present. The event is fully booked – but there is a 
waiting list. In the meantime the book will be available to 
buy from history@org.uk at the price of £15.  
 Visit to the Eastbridge Hospital & Franciscan 
Gardens, with a talk by the Reverend Dr Perry Butler. 
Saturday 18 July at 11 am. £10 per person donation to 
the Eastbridge Hospital Restoration Fund. Tours are 
limited to 15 people, and more than 15 have already 
applied. So we will be divided into two groups, both 
starting at 11am. The visit is proving very popular! 
However, please note that the tour is unsuitable for 
anyone with mobility issues (difficult access etc.). 
 The Dead-End Gang. Hugh Jocelyn will talk about 
his novel, set in WW2, on 29 September at the Kent & 
Canterbury Club. This is Hugh's first published novel, a 
fictional account based on the story of his Uncle Frank, 

then Lieutenant Elliott, who arrived in Cairo to join the 
Special Investigation Branch of the Military Police to 
bring down a gang of deserters called the Dead-End 
Kids. 
Informal Lunches: We met on Friday 24 April for lunch at 
the Old Gate Inn. Another lunch will take place on 
Friday 9 October. 

 
Friday 10 April – gathering for the first of the revived weekly walks 

Walks: Friday mornings: We meet on Fridays at 10am 
at the old main entrance to the Kent & Canterbury 
Hospital (Ethelbert Rd). We communicate in advance 
via WhatsApp. Contact Lucy Fletcher-Jones (see p. 8) if 
you wish to be added to the WhatsApp group. 
 A walk through Old Park, to end at the George & 
Dragon, Fordwich, where walkers can, if they like, take 
refreshment, including lunch. Return to Canterbury by 
public transport is practical. Rob Veltman and Dick 
Vane-Wright hope to arrange this late July/early August.  
Summer Lunch & Garden Party: A bring and share 
lunch, accompanied by a saxophonist, will take place on 
Saturday 11 July, 12.30–3pm, in the Ethelbert Road 
garden of Alison Culverwell and Francis Green (‘rain 
day’: 12 July).  
Annual General Meeting: will take place on Friday 23 

October at the Kendall Hall. Light refreshments for the 
evening will be provided by SEA sub-committee. 
Stewart Ross, Chair of Canterbury Commemoration 
Society, will give a talk (see p. 2). 

Lorna Durrani, SEA Convenor (social@ohsca.org) 
SEA sub-committee: Alison Culverwell, Lorna 

Durrani, Helly Langley, Margot Leslie, Judy 
Seymour-Ure, Hazel & Dick Vane-Wright 

 

OFF THE SHELF 
I have not received a book review for this edition. 
Instead, O. Hill, our reviewer in chief, has submitted a 
piece on a curious case of synchronicity ... However, 
when it comes to disposing of books no longer required, 
there are several other, even OHSCA-linked local 
options ... something for the next Newsletter perhaps ... 
                  Ed. 
Shortly before Easter I received a postcard from my 
sister. Nothing unexpected in that. It revealed that she 
and her husband had spent three days in Nice, with a 
great view over the bay etc., and ‘would be around in 
Ramsgate for Easter, so may see you then.’ 

mailto:membership@ohsca.org
mailto:social@ohsca.org
mailto:history@org.uk
mailto:social@ohsca.org
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 One or two details in the card struck me as strange, 
however – the mention of the sale of a house (surely it 
had been sold years ago?), and a note, sectioned off 
from the main message, that read ‘I found this inside a 
book on the giveaway shelf at Canterbury West Station.’  
Well, I thought, studying the picture of a luminescent 
stained glass window, why not? If the card is good and 
an appropriate occasion for it arises ... 
 In an email I acknowledged the arrival of the card 
and the curious way it had been originally acquired here 
in Canterbury, and suggested a date for an Easter get-
together. The reply I received was puzzled. They had 
indeed, she said, just returned from a short holiday, but 
in Spain, not France, and the card she had written had 
been posted a matter of hours before she got my email. 
Record speed for a postal delivery! What’s more, since I 
mentioned it, she could not remember the last time she 
had passed through Canterbury West, and had 
absolutely no acquaintance with its shelf of books. 
 Actually the solution to the riddle was quite simple. 
The card from Nice was truly from Nice – it had 
originally arrived years ago and I had subsequently 
used it as a bookmark. The bookmark, along with the 
book, had gone down to the West Station shelf (I must 
have taken it there myself). The person who then picked 
the book up had discovered the card inside, had 
thoughtfully jotted an explanatory note (in hand-writing 
not dissimilar to my sister’s) and stuck it back in the 
post. The time of year was a perfect coincidence! 
 If this little story has any purpose, it is this. It has 
made me reflect how convenient the Canterbury West 
book exchange 
shelf has be-
come as an 
outlet for a 
periodic cull of 
books. Books 
are inherently 
bulky objects, 
and if one wants 
to dispose of, 
say, a dozen at a 
time one may 
not want to carry 
them very far 
from a vehicle. 
Canterbury West 
has the free 
parking facility 
for the short time 
required for popping in and setting them out. There is 
even time to browse the other stock – which I have 
observed, judging from my previous donations there, 
does shift quite quickly. 
 So I conclude with that tip. A few books surplus to 
requirement? A means of transport to the station? 
Consider the charity bookshelf at Canterbury West. You 
might even receive a card ...           O Hill 
 

LOCAL HISTORY GROUP 
Our latest book, The Story of the Kent & Canterbury 
Club at The Elms, was published recently. 
Commissioned by David Steed, President of the Kent & 
Canterbury Club, in memory of his elder brother, 

Michael Steed (an active member of OHSCA and LHG), 
it provides a history of the origins of the Club from 1861, 
and its previous and current premises, The Elms since 
1923. The Elms, also known as The White Elms, was 
built in the 1820s and prior to 1923 was lived in by a 
number of wealthy and illustrious Kent families, the last 
of whom was Agnes Charlotte Hughes D’Aeth, great-
niece of Jane Austen. 
 The book launch, a joint event with Club members, 
will take place on Tuesday 30 June at the Kent & 
Canterbury Club (17 Old Dover Rd). All OHSCA 
members booked in for the cancelled 20 March event 
have been automatically transferred to 30 June. The 
event is fully booked. In the meantime, the book will be 
available for purchase for £15, via history@ohsca.org. 
 The group’s AGM will take place on Tuesday 8 

September at The Old Gate Inn. All are welcome. 
 LHG will have a stall in the Heritage Expo 26 on 
Saturday 28 November 2026 from 10:00–16:00, at the 
Westgate Hall. Hosted by the Canterbury Com-
memoration Society, Heritage Expo 26 will feature 
numerous groups, both commercial and charitable, that 
have an interest in or connection to the magnificent 
heritage of Canterbury. Canterbury, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, attracts several million tourists each year, 
and it is applying to become a UNESCO City of 
Literature. 

Lorna Durrani, Chair, LHG (history@ohsca.org) 
 

TIM JONES’ FILM SCREENINGS RETURN 
On Saturday 23 May at the Powell Lecture Theatre, Tim 
Jones, Senior Lecturer at CCCU, presented a screening 
of amateur films of Canterbury and its surrounding area 
from the 1920s to present day. Having attended 
previous screenings some years back it was great to 
see all the new footage Tim has discovered. 
 The presentation started with the Canterbury Cine 
Society (1934-1939) whose members were keen to film 
their own dramas as well as recording local events. 
They built their own sets from anything to hand and 
created reflector lights by lining lampshades with foil 
from cigarette packs! 
 We then saw films shot by early photographers 
Sydney Bligh, Leslie Goulden and then John Vissenga 
who recorded “Industries of Canterbury” in the late ‘20s. 
Later footage by Douglas Gaywood, John Clague and, 
more recently, Dick Laslett (Canterbury Hockey Club) 
and Tony Wright (archaeological digs) gave nostalgic 
views of post war Canterbury many will recall. 
 Tim also showed fascinating shots of identical City 
locations taken in 1937 and 2013 showing where some 
places have changed beyond recognition and others 
which, remarkably, have hardly changed at all. He also 
added his own more recent films of Canterbury during 
lockdown, building sites in 2021 and The Odeon after 
the fire. 
 This newsletter is too late for the next presentation, 
on works by Sydney Bligh (1 June), but do watch out for 
Tim’s future screenings. His Canterbury Amateur Film 
Archive can be viewed at: 
https://blogs.canterbury.ac.uk/cafa 
... where there are many different aspects of local life on 
film from aeroplanes to zoos. It’s well worth a look. 

Marion Bell 

mailto:history@ohsca.org
mailto:history@ohsca.org
https://blogs.canterbury.ac.uk/cafa


8 
 

  

OHSCA COMMITTEE 2025–2026 AND CONTACTS LIST 
Chair and Vice Chair   Vacant (currently the Committee operates a rotating Chair) 

Marion Bell   Hon. Secretary/main OHSCA Contact: 13 Wells Avenue, CT1 3YB; Tel. 01227 459 949; 
secretary@ohsca.org 

Jane Pollok     Honorary Treasurer: treasurer@ohsca.org 
Peter Whisson  Membership Secretary: 41B Dover Street CT1 3HQ (Tuition Canterbury); Tel. 01227 785 

549 or mobile 07950 259 845; membership@ohsca.org 
Lucy Fletcher-Jones  Website Coordinator/events bulletin alerts: website@ohsca.org 
David Kemsley    ACRA rep./OHC subcommittee/Press Liaison: press@ohsca.org 
Deirdre Hawkes   Green Team and Newsletter Distribution: greenteam@ohsca.org 
Helly Langley     Tree Champion and Environment (litter) 
Sophie Scott     Committee Member 
 

Planning        Please contact secretary@ohsca.org for any enquiries regarding Planning. 
Preparation of regular planning application alerts: Keith Rishworth. 

Local History Group    Chair LHG: Lorna Durrani, history@ohsca.org 
Secretary LHG: Michael Brain, tel. 01227 767 343; history@ohsca.org 
For information about Local History publications, email: history@ohsca.org – or go 
to OHSCA website: https://www.ohsca.org/history.html 

SEA convenor      Lorna Durrani: social@ohsca.org (current SEA group members listed on p. 6) 
OHC         Denis Linfoot, Alison Culverwell, David Kemsley, Dick Vane-Wright 
Newsletter editor     Dick Vane-Wright: editor@ohsca.org 
 

If you are uncertain who to contact, please direct your enquiry to the Honorary Secretary (contact details above). 
• ACRA  Alliance of Canterbury Residents’ Associations (for current ACRA response to the Local Plan, go 

to: https://www.ohsca.org/pdfs/LocalPLanACRA%20response_18%20May%2026.pdf) 
• OHC  OHSCA HealthCare subcommittee 
• SEA   Social Events and Activities subcommittee 

 

All texts and images in this newsletter are copyright of OHSCA and/or contributors, except where otherwise indicated. 
 

Some useful contacts (many more were listed in the Spring 2025 edn: https://www.ohsca.org/publications.html) 
• If you are concerned about security or have an urgent query and need to talk to the Canterbury City Council ‘Out of 

Hours’ team, their number is 01227 781 879. This redirects to CCC Control Room staff on duty 24/7. 
• To report problems with noise or other antisocial behaviour, contact CCC’s Environmental Health Team: 

envhealth@canterbury.gov.uk, or telephone 01227 862 429 
• Matters regarding waste management, including fly tipping: 

https://www.canterbury.gov.uk/environmental-problems/report-flytipping 
• Housing issues, including HMOs with more than five people: https://www.canterbury.gov.uk/housing  
• For issues with roads, travel, pavements, paths, etc., go to: https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel 
 

 
 

 

mailto:secretary@ohsca.org
mailto:treasurer@ohsca.org
mailto:website@ohsca.org
mailto:press@ohsca.org
mailto:secretary@ohsca.org
mailto:history@ohsca.org
mailto:history@ohsca.org
mailto:history@ohsca.org
https://www.ohsca.org/history.html
mailto:social@ohsca.org
https://www.ohsca.org/pdfs/LocalPLanACRA%20response_18%20May%2026.pdf
https://www.ohsca.org/publications.html
mailto:envhealth@canterbury.gov.uk
https://www.canterbury.gov.uk/environmental-problems/report-flytipping
https://www.canterbury.gov.uk/housing
https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel
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DIGITAL EXTRA: SPRING 2026 
CONTENTS 

 
Sophie Scott                                9 
More on water                               10 
Road Safety (and a Detour)                          11 
Fifteen Years On – a tale of two newsletters                    12 
 
In compiling this summer ’26 edition, the Editor wishes to acknowledge his gratitude to all contributors, with special 
thanks to Marion Bell, Mark Collins (Broads Society), Lorna Durrani, Deirdre Hawkes, David Kemsley, Denis Linfoot, 
Richard Norman (SMRARA), Rob Veltman and Peter Whisson. I am always happy to consider unsolicited letters, 
articles or requests from OHSCA Members – simply contact me via editor@ohsca.org.        Dick Vane-Wright 
 
A LITTLE MORE ABOUT SOPHIE SCOTT 
The sad passing of long-time OHDS and OHSCA committee member Sophie Scott, briefly noted on page 2, 
occurred just as the hard copy edition of this newsletter was being sent to the printers. One or more personal 
tributes to Sophie will be included the Autumn newsletter – due to reach all OHSCA Members on or before 
Friday 2 October. However, as Editor, I thought it appropriate to add a little something extra here. Sophie was 
literally interested in everything that came to the attention of OHDS and, subsequently OHSCA. She was our 
redoubtable Membership Secretary for many years, also Hon. Treasurer for OHDS, fierce advocate for being 
involved in local planning matters, promoter of social events, a leader and very influential light in the long-
standing Local History Group, hands-on with the Newsletter Delivery Team, pioneer and flag-waver for the 
environmental and public gardening work of the Green Team – and, with respect to her beloved trees, almost 
superhuman protector, improver and tree planter – to the extent that this was recognised for this by CCC and 
KCC. In so many ways a unique and selfless contributor to everything our Associations have done for the past 
three decades. 

You can use the following links to access three previous newsletter articles about Sophie: 
https://www.ohsca.org/pdfs/OHSCA%20Newsletter%20no.%2012%20%20Autumn%202019%20print%20version.pdf [pp. 1,4] 
https://www.ohsca.org/pdfs/OHSCA-Newsletter-20-2021-Autumn.pdf [p. 12] 
https://www.ohsca.org/pdfs/OHSCA-Newsletter-34-2025-Spring.pdf [pp. 4–5] 

Deirdre Hawkes, who worked with and supported Sophie in many roles, has informed us that the funeral will 
take place at St Martin's Church on Friday 3 July, 12.00. If you would wish to join the wake, please contact 
Deirdre directly for details, as numbers could be an issue (greenteam@ohsca.org).*  

 
“Sophie’s Rose” at Milton Road, 13 June 2026 (DH) 

 
*Please note: as a result, the planned allotment visit (p. 6) has been retimed for Wedensday 8 July. 10 am sharp. 
Entry by the upper gate (the one adjacent to railway line); this gate will be locked at 10.10, when the tour will start. 

mailto:editor@ohsca.org
https://www.ohsca.org/pdfs/OHSCA%20Newsletter%20no.%2012%20%20Autumn%202019%20print%20version.pdf
https://www.ohsca.org/pdfs/OHSCA-Newsletter-20-2021-Autumn.pdf
https://www.ohsca.org/pdfs/OHSCA-Newsletter-34-2025-Spring.pdf
mailto:greenteam@ohsca.org
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WATER – ‘US’ AS WELL AS ‘THEM’ 
 

While there are many good reasons to blame others (e.g. water companies), and rail at governmental 
organisations for lack of leadership (see p. 4), all with respect to the parlous state of our water supplies 
and water pollution, as individual citizens we have a part to play as well. Water meters help us monitor the 
amount of water we use, and then take steps to reduce our demands if we can do so. In a world which 
has allowed almost free-rein to industry to develop and sell many thousands of chemical substances 
previously unknown on Earth, now taking a terrible toll on Nature as they spread and persist literally 
everywhere, it is very difficult for us as consumers – given our part in the unquestioned pursuit of annual 
growth in GDP as supposedly the only solution to all political problems. However, if informed, we can still 
make some choices to reduce our otherwise unwitting collusion in this unsustainable process. But was it 
necessary for one of my daughters to have to point out that the type of washing up liquid I was using 
contained chemicals “Harmful to aquatic life with long lasting effects” (‘on the tin’, bold as brass). Why had 
I not bothered to read this? Red-faced, I changed to something I hope is less threatening to wildlife. 
 A colleague deeply involved with the Norfolk Broads Society has kindly shared the article below, which 
seems to sum up not only a perfect example of the problem, but also alerts us to possible choices and 
mitigations we can make even when authorities vacillate. This is just one example – it is not an attack on 
pet owners (which includes myself!). However, as with what goes in my washing up bowl, knowledge is 
power – in the context of water pollution, the power to act as a responsible individual citizen.    Ed. 

TOXIC FLEA TREATMENTS ARE KILLING OUR BROADS RIVERS – WE MUST ACT NOW 
As a regular reader of Harnser [https://www.broads-society.org/harnser-magazine] and our website blogs, you 
will already appreciate that the Broads Society has expressed grave concern about over-the-counter pet flea 
treatments containing Fipronil and Imidacloprid being sold in corner shops and supermarkets. We have known 
since 2017 that these neurotoxins, once they enter our wastewater systems and waterways, kill insects and other 
invertebrates indiscriminately across large areas and volumes of water. Moreover, we have known since 2020 
that sewage works cannot remove these persistent chemicals and that they are present in discharge water at 
levels up to five times the established safety thresholds. 
 In July 2025, we appealed to Baroness Hayman, Under-Secretary of State at Defra, responsible for 
biosecurity and animal welfare and the lead for the Veterinary Medicines Directorate, to ban these products 
except by veterinary prescription and to require strict guidance and warning labels on commercially available 
products. In the same month, the Veterinary Medicines Directorate, Defra and Baroness Hayman published a 
three-part government plan to address communication, evidence gathering and regulatory actions to mitigate 
environmental risks. However, a May 2026 independent report by Matt Shardlow has now laid out, in precise and 
indisputable terms, that this glacial approach to a serious pollution crisis that has been well known for a full 
decade is irresponsible and unsupportable. In short, these flea treatments need to be banned without further 
delay. 
 The Broads Society is submitting a complaint to the Veterinary Medicines Directorate, believing that a) it is in 
breach of its responsibilities because it has not taken steps to reduce pollution from flea treatments in the Broads 
National Park, despite knowing about the problem since 2017; b) it has not undertaken a Habitats Regulations 
Appropriate Assessment, despite being the Competent Authority, for authorising the use of Fipronil and 
Imidacloprid, including in the Broads Special Area of Conservation, Specially Protected Area and Ramsar Site; 
and c) it has not undertaken a review of the assessment reports or marketing authorisations for Fipronil or 
Imidacloprid, as required by the Veterinary Medicines Regulations 2013, when new information has become 
available. 
 The Broads Society also invites the Broads Authority and the Environment Agency, who are the prime 
guardians of the Broads environment, to explain what firm and practical actions they will immediately take to 
reduce and remove these polluting chemicals from the rivers of the Broads National Park, beyond merely sharing 
already well-publicised information. 
 
Sources 

1. Broads Authority 
2. Collins, M. & Shardlow, M. (2025) More must be done to control pet flea treatments. Harnser Autumn 

2025: 19–20. 
3. Collins, M. (2025) Should pet flea treatments be regulated? Broads Society blog 21 July. 

https://www.broads-society.org/post/should-pet-flea-treatments-be-regulated 
4. Shardlow, M. (2026) Flea treatment pollution crisis: an independent review.  

https://wcl.org.uk/docs/2026/Flea%20Treatment%20Crisis%20-%20Independent%20Review%20final.pdf 
5. VMD, Defra & Baroness Hayman (2025) Government publishes plan to address presence of chemicals 

from pet flea and tick treatments in UK waterways. Government press release. 
Mark Collins, Chair of the Broads Society (reproduced here with permission) 

https://www.broads-society.org/harnser-magazine
https://www.broads-society.org/post/should-pet-flea-treatments-be-regulated
https://wcl.org.uk/docs/2026/Flea%20Treatment%20Crisis%20-%20Independent%20Review%20final.pdf


11 
 

ROAD SAFETY 
 

I recently received the following in an email from Rob Veltman. He raises some interesting issues that he 
or others might care to take up through the Committee.                 Ed. 
 
“On page 8 of the printed newsletter, under ‘useful contacts’: please include regularly the contact details 
for KCC Highways. Our sector has some major problems over and above the quality of the road surfaces 
(potholes, fissures) etc. The bend at the junction of Puckle Lane and Nunnery Fields/ South Canterbury 
Road poses dangers to all travellers, whether pedestrians, cyclists, wheelchair users or drivers: The slow-
down signage and arrangements are currently below par, insufficient and routinely ignored by drivers. 

Also, why is the footpath – a convenient and safe shortcut – from St. Lawrence Forstal next to No.7 
The Oast to the streets near Sainsbury’s at St. Lawrence Cricket Ground – permanently closed off? Public 
use of this short path, which opens into Woolmer Close, would circumvent the risks of taking to a 
particularly hazardous part of Old Dover Road, with no pedestrian pavement on one side, an inconvenient 
feature also of Nackington Road, where it approaches Old Dover Road. And how about privately owned 
hedges e.g. at the top of Nunnery Fields, the growth of which encroaches upon already narrow pedestrian 
space?”                                Rob Veltman 
 
 
THE DETOUR 
 

About the only advantage, if walking from the Cricket Ground from K&C grounds via St. Lawrence Forstal, in being 
forced to detour along the dangerous section of the Old Dover Road that Rob mentions, is to catch a glimpse of the 
ancient doorway that was part of the long-lost St. Lawrence Hospital – founded by Abbot Hugh in 1137.  
 

 
 

This image of the old gate, by Paul Crampton©, can be found at: http://www.machadoink.com/St%20Lawrences%20Hospital.htm 
 
If you want to know more about this historic site, you can get more information using the link above – and by taking 
Old Dover Road—Past and Present (LHG, 2012) off your shelf, and going to pp. 34/35.         Ed. 
  

http://www.machadoink.com/St%20Lawrences%20Hospital.htm
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FIFTEEN YEARS ON – A TALE OF TWO NEWSLETTERS 
 
The year 2011 marks the half-way point of Sophie Scott’s immersive involvement with the Oaten Hill & District 
Society and, subsequently, OHSCA. The year was also the point by which South Canterbury Residents Association 
was getting into its stride – with no expectation at that time that SCRA would amalgamate with OHDS a mere five 
years later. The following 12-page OHDS Newsletter 110, for December 2011, makes an interesting contrast with 
the 2-page SCRA Newsletter no. 2, for April 2011. Not only can you detect some hybrid graphical origins of the 
OHSCA newsetter style and layout, more siginficantly, you can also see that many of the issues remain the same 
today as then. Or not – e.g. the sad fate of the hospital shuttle bus!                 Ed. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
An early OHSCA committee meeting, held at the home of the late Graham Wood on 10 July 2018. From the left, around the table: 
Denis Linfoot, Marion Bell, Jeff Derham, Graham, Pat Edwards, David Kemsley, Helly Langley, Sophie Scott, Tim Carlyle, Chris 

Tucker. [Original digital photograph by Dick Vane-Wright.] 
 
As was said at the time, “OHSCA was born nearly two years ago out of necessity. Its two parent organisations, 
OHDS and SCRA, despite 50 years of activity between them, were both having difficulty in forming large enough 
committees to deal with all the issues and opportunities that now confront a residents’ group in a fast-changing 
environment like Canterbury.” Is history repeating itself? Will a new generation of committed committee members 
please step forward? Your Association Needs You! 
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