Welcome to the Spring edition of the OHSCA residents newsletter
It is a pleasure to announce the winners in our OHSCA Flora & Fauna photography competition.

Over 16: First place: ‘Comma butterfly’ by Madeleine Richardson. The judge’s comment on the 1st place
winning photo was “Nicely composed image, zoomed in closely with dramatic sunlight set against dark
background makes the image stand out. It’s all about the butterfly and
its wing detail.
Second place: ‘Blean Woods’ by Sarah
Lockyer. The judge’s comment was “This
image sets the autumn mood, and it’s
interesting that the branch coming across
the diagonal has turned, whilst the rest of
the scene is still in green. This visually
creates contrast. It’s catching a moment
in time, where the woods are on the cusp
of autumn.”

Under 16: First place: ‘Buff-tip moth
caterpillar’ by Sienna Durrani. The judge’s
comment was “Nicely set against this
backdrop, the caterpillar is on a mission. There is great texture and detail in
the image, such that it makes you want to reach out and touch it!”
Second place: ‘Clover’ by Alicia
Durrani. The judge’s comment was “Up
close and personal, a great expression
on the cat’s face ... and an irresistible
little pink nose!”

[see pages 9–12 for larger images]
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SOME DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Coffee mornings at Café Rouge, town centre First
Tuesday of each month: 10:30 –12:00
Gardeners’ Question Time: Sunday 5th April at
Multiple Sclerosis Centre, at 3pm
LHG: 12th May, at K&C Club at 10:15 am
Plant & Produce Share: 25th May, 42 Cromwell Rd
Yard Sale: Saturday 11th July, from 11 – 4pm
Music on the Lawn: Sunday 2nd August, 12:30-2:30
at 26 Ethelbert Rd
Walks: Cowslips 26 April; Bluebells 10 May
St Augustine Abbey Picnic: 22nd August, at 12:30
Butterfly Walk: 23rd August, at Lydden Down
2AGM: Friday 23rd October (details tbc)

From the Editor
Spring always denotes a new start, and what a start we have had so far for 2020 – the reality of Brexit and
all the many political and personal changes this brings, the horrific coronavirus outbreak, the reality of
climate change with ‘extreme weather’ and rise in global temperatures impacting our environment – but
also let us note local drives to find new ways to reduce pollution, reduce plastic waste and re-use goods. A
local initiative, the Repair Café is tapping into the skills of Canterbury people to fix and re-use goods, and
sounds like something that can fit in nicely with OHSCA’s current tools and equipment sharing initiative for
members. The newsletter will soon start an ECO slot on eco-friendly initiatives in our local area. Please
write to me (gretaohsca@gmail.com) about anything you or your friends are doing to help the environment.
Greta Cotterrell

From the Chair
As we cross our fingers and hope the advance of Covid 19 and the series of Atlantic storms slows down,
the onset of Spring will be a welcome relief, even though the detritus of the winter will be with us for months
to come. Street cleaning seems to have ceased altogether except in a very few roads, as the Council
struggles with its finances. Austerity still bites, homelessness increases, roads disintegrate – is the
government's promise of increased spending in all areas with reduced taxation credible? Will there be a
boom that will show Europe that they are wrong on all counts? Warwick Council has just voted for a 35%
increase in the local authority share of the tax, which will cost Band D households just over £1. Details at
https://www.publicfinance.co.uk/news/2020/03/warwick-district-council-gives-green-light-council-tax-referendum

The worm can turn. Why does our Council continue to submit?

Gill Gower, 1954 – 2020.
We sadly note the recent death of OHSCA resident, Gill Gower. Gill was
a valuable OHSCA committee member as tree champion, working with
OHSCA until she was elected as Westgate Ward councillor. She died
suddenly on 5 February – her warmth and energy will be missed and we
offer our condolences to her family.
Tim Carlyle

Canterbury Repair Café
At the moment people often find it difficult to get things repaired, so buy new ones instead. When multiplied
over the population this has a huge environmental impact — of materials sourced, manufactured,
packaged, transported and then discarded. Canterbury Climate Action Partnership (CCAP) and The
Canterbury Society have set up a group to start a Repair Café in Canterbury. Volunteers will offer their
services in mending clothes, repairing household objects and electrical goods, bicycles etc. As well as
helping the environment it will generate a sense of community for all who use the Café. Meetings will be
held approximately monthly in a central location, as well as at satellite venues, in community centres and
village halls. The next meeting is April 25, 9am – 12.30, at the Baptist Church (St George’s Place, CT1
1UT). The Café will eventually have a permanent home and hold talks and courses related to energyefficiency, waste reduction, and craft skills etc. Other possibilities include equipment sharing, upcycling,
and a ‘library of things’. We still need more volunteers to share the work — either as repairers, or as
organizers on the admin side.
So, if you have got a skill or can help with admin please email the Café at canterburyrepaircafe@gmail.com
with your name, email address, telephone and any skills or training you can offer.
Keith Bothwell
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George Liddle
George Liddle, who died last November aged 99, was involved in the Oaten Hill & District Society for over
40 years, finding in the Society a worthy outlet for his considerable talents and energies.
In 1975 George and his family moved to 47 Old Dover Road, within the area of the newly formed OHDS.
After supporting the Society in various ways, in 1984 he joined the committee and was Chairman from
1985 until 1994. He was then made Vice-President and, 5 years later, President. Michael Steed recalls
from his period of responsibility for planning issues (1995-2002) how George, though officially retired,
remained a ‘well-informed and helpful supporter, very committed to our objectives. He was particularly
helpful in the battles we fought (with neighbouring residents’ groups) against the re-location of Canterbury
College [where George had taught English] to the Nackington Road – both on educational grounds and to
prevent yet more traffic on the Old Dover Road.’ He is also
remembered as Society garden party host and tree planter. A
Judas tree (Cercis siliquastrum) was planted in his memory on
31st January near the Premier Inn, New Dover Rd. (see photo).
Following the failure of the 2002 AGM to elect a chairman,
George came out of retirement to become acting chairman for
what turned out to be three years. He announced at the 2004
AGM that after two years without a Secretary he would be
forced, despite the 250+ membership, to wind up the Society
unless one was found that evening. A risky strategy but it
Jane Farrell and Paul Talbot, a former
Secretary and Chairman of the OHDS, at
the Cercis tree planting on 31st January,
close to the Premier Inn, Canterbury

worked: I volunteered.

In the 1990s George had given a Society talk on ‘Visit of the
Byzantine emperor to Canterbury’, his researches sparked by
the realisation that on his way into the city the emperor passed
what 500 years later would become his front door. Given George’s wide-ranging interests we shouldn’t
have been surprised at the breadth of knowledge expected of us when, after persuading Paul Talbot to
take over the Chair in 2005 (while remaining President till the OHDS/SCRA merger), he took up a new role
as setter of the now legendary New Year/Spring party quizzes. He would read out the answers in his
impressive booming voice, with evident disbelief that tables of eight sometimes failed to scrape scores in
double digits out of 20.
To the end George retained a keen interest in the Society’s work, which he believed was important. In ‘The
Way Forward’, his President’s contribution to the 1999 publication celebrating the OHDS’s 25th jubilee, he
wrote: ‘If it is now being increasingly accepted that local organizations should play a more important part in
the care and development of their communities, then local people must be prepared to participate, or
accept by default decisions made by others. While it would be unrealistic to suppose that residents’
associations can always prevent what they see as undesirable change, it would be equally unrealistic to
suppose they can do nothing.’ – a raison d’être for the Association just as relevant today.
Jane Farrell (with contributions from Michael Steed and Marian Heath)
~~~~~

Membership

Thank you to all you splendid members – over 200 of you – who have paid your subscription for 2020. We
are also glad to welcome some new members and hope you will come to the events we organise. Thank
you also for all the donations towards trees, plants, newsletter printing or just for the general good of the
Association. We are most grateful and will try to use them in the manner you have indicated.
However, a number of members have not yet sent in their subscription. If this applies to you, you will find a
reminder on the back of the paper newsletter. It would be much appreciated if you could deal with this
straight away. Please send either cash or your cheque for £5 made out to Oaten Hill & South Canterbury
Association to me (Sophie Scott) at 27 Ersham Road, CT1 3AR.
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Planning
Summary of recent Development and Planning issues:
•
•

•
•

New Dover Road is seeing a lot of action, although Mountfield Park continues to slumber, as the
High Court Appeals inch their way to a conclusion – I would advise against optimism.
35 – 41 New Dover Road - the McCarthy & Stone mega-scheme Appeal opens on March 10 at the
Guildhall – having read the papers, the Council's case doesn't look good. We objected to a minimal
redesign.
White Lodge, Barton Walk (90 student bedspaces), 40 New Dover Road (90 bedspaces) are both
pending – normally a sign that the Council are negotiating design changes.
48 New Dover Road – (9 apartments) – for once we supported this as it is a modest scheme that
does not overdevelop the site

The St Mary Bredin Appeal was sadly lost, so that chapter is closed, but on a positive note, 68 Old Dover
Rd (35 bedspaces) was refused on design quality grounds. A pretty garish revamping of The Cross Keys
was objected to, as were various other smaller schemes, but the re-development of The Two Doves as two
houses was supported, when a revised scheme was submitted.
Owners, in this case 126 Old Dover Road, continue in their efforts to lay waste to mature trees on their
land, we continue to object.
OHSCA Committee involvement
One of the reasons why we need to strengthen our committee with more members is that OHSCA is
involved in a number of very active Canterbury wide community based groups which broadly share our own
aims and objectives. With important issues looming such as the revision of the Local Plan, Mountfield Park
and possibly a new hospital, it is vitally important that OHSCA’s voice continues to be heard within these
groups to ensure due focus on the priority needs of our area, such as open space, tree and hedges, clean
air, pedestrian and cyclist safety, etc.
Here is a list of some, but not all, of the groups on which we have or need representation:
ACRA: Alliance of Canterbury Residents Associations. Issues currently dominating ACRA’s agenda include
Air Quality, ongoing consultations with the CCC including on the Corporate Plan and St Georges
redevelopment, Hambrook Marshes, Sustainable Transport, Local Plan Vision, and the World Heritage Site
management plan.
CAST: Canterbury Action on Sustainable Transport, which is working on the promotion of better public
transport and facilities for pedestrians and cyclists.
CCAP: Canterbury Climate Action Partnership. Its role is to monitor the progress of our Local Authorities
towards the carbon neutrality targets which they have set themselves following declarations of Climate
Emergencies. Its forum exchanges ideas on environmental good practice and innovation and promotes
home composting. It has recently set up a repair cafe (described in this newsletter).
SDG forum: This group monitors progress on the implementation of the UN sustainable development goals.
South Canterbury Transport Forum. Convened by KCC member, Ida Linfield, this facilitates direct dialogue
between Residents Associations in the area and officers from Kent Highways.
Street Marshall Forum: This group, convened by the local universities, assesses the effectiveness of the
street marshal scheme and recommends operational change when required.
HE/FE Forum: convened by CCC in the wake of the Student Impact review this group meets quarterly and
has a longer term strategic focus. Each meeting has a different theme eg social, economic, infrastructure.
Tim Carlyle and David Kemsley
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AIR POLLUTION MONITORING: A COMMUNITY PROJECT UPDATE
A joint project between the Centre for Health Services Studies at the University of Kent (CHSS) and the
Alliance of Canterbury Residents' Associations (ACRA) began in earnest when a Steering Group, on which
I represent OHSCA, had its first meeting at the beginning of October 2019. Led by Professor Stephen
Peckham and sponsored by Councillor Nick Eden-Green, the group was successful in a earlier bid for
funding, from the council’s Opportunity Fund, to buy two Zephyr air quality monitors. These monitors
sample Nitrogen Dioxide, Nitric Oxide, Ozone, and Particulate Matter (<10, <2.5 and <1 micron) and the
measurements are sent every minute to the suppliers database and then mirrored to the University
computer. The monitors are powered by solar panels. It is planned that they stay in place for three months
at a time at different sites in Canterbury decided upon by the Steering Group in consultation with residents’
groups. We have a tentative list of eight sites agreed, including Old Dover Rd and New Dover Rd. In early
December the group undertook a successful trial of the new equipment by placing our two monitors for a
few hours on a post near St Stephen's level crossing where an identical monitor (one of four belonging to
the University) was already in position, and we were thus able to compare three sets of readings at
different heights. The equipment worked perfectly and we were able to access the data easily; no
significant differences in the three sets of readings were observed.
Apart from regular written reports about the levels of pollution we want to make near real-time pollution
data available to the public and we now have a fully-working demonstration web page, which accesses
pollution data and presents it in graphical form, so air quality can be checked at any time on a desktop
computer or smart phone. The charts show readings for "Today" and "For the last three months" with
explanatory text. The first two locations chosen for our monitors are in Wincheap and along the Sturry
Road and we are in the process of submitting a request for permission to KCC. There is a delay at the
moment, as we try to deal with Public Liability and Theft insurance issues which have arisen, but we hope
that the monitors will be sampling pollution data very soon.
Chris Tucker

Local History Group
Our Heritage storyboard was installed by Canterbury C. C. at Holmans Meadow car park giving the history
of the manufacture of windmills and later steam agricultural machinery (including traction engines) on the
site. The Board was formally unveiled by the Lord Mayor of Canterbury on 8th October 2019 in the
presence of Mr. Edward Holman, and representatives of the occupiers and custodians of the remaining
Holmans Windmills. The LHG has joined with the main Association and the Hughes family in installing a
plaque on a memorial stone accompanying the special tree to honour the contribution of Doris Hughes to
the efforts of the Oaten Hill Society to protect and enhance the local environment. A date for an official
dedication ceremony is being discussed with her family.
We have transferred our files giving detailed information on
streets in our area to the Beaney for amalgamation with their own.
The audio tapes of the interviews of local residents carried out in
the 1980s/90s are being transcribed to aid future work. It is hoped
that the tapes and transcriptions will be added to the local history
archives of Canterbury Christchurch University. A group facilitated
by Derek Ray is currently working to publish a new edition of the
Dover Street book. This will be my last news contribution on
behalf of the Group as Chairman. I shall continue to support the
Group and I am grateful to those who have worked on our achievements during the 9 years of my
Chairmanship. The continuing publication of History Books, the written, recorded and photographic records,
the Holmans Heritage Board and the Doris Hughes Memorial Plaque are lasting reminders of their hard
work.
Mike Brain January 2020
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Social Events and Activities (SEA)
The members of the subcommittee have been active in organising a range of activities and events that we
hope will help to bring the community together. We invite you to contact social@ohsca.org if you have any
ideas for future events or activities, or are willing to help in any way. We are all volunteers wishing to
improve the quality of life in our local area.
Social Events since the AGM
The newly introduced Coffee Mornings are held on the first Tuesday of each month at Café Rouge,
Longmarket, Canterbury at 10.30 – 12.00. We first met on 10th December 2019, and then 7th January, 4th
February and 3rd March. Future dates are: 7th April and 5th May 2020. All OHSCA members are welcome.
Here you can meet with fellow residents as well as get to know what current issues concern members.
Annual Spring Party was held on Friday 6th March at the Kent & Canterbury Club. This event was well
attended, and members enjoyed a sit-down dinner and drinks, had a go at the ‘fiendish’ quiz put together
by Dick Vane-Wright, and tried their luck with the raffle. Grateful thanks to the K&C Club for again hosting.
The winners of the Flora & Fauna photography competition for adults and children were announced, and
the winning photos are showcased on the front page of this newsletter as well as in the digital newsletter.

Future events:
Garage/Yard Sale on Saturday 11th July 2020. This proved to be a popular event last year with members
making money from “decluttering” and socialising with other residents while doing so. This year we are
encouraging people to join together with neighbours or friends and offer a joint sale. If you are interested in
taking part this year please contact Lorna Durrani at lornahawkerdurrani@gmail.com or 01227 456623,
giving your address and contact details by 31st May, at the latest. A briefing meeting will be held on 20
June and a map compiled of those participating. The event will be publicised as widely as possible.
‘Music on the Lawn’ on Sunday 2nd August 2020, at 26 Ethelbert Rd, from 12:30 to 2:30. Children
welcome. Bring and share light lunch items. Additional wine will be available to purchase. Please bring your
own cutlery and plate – we are striving to minimise one use plastic. Glasses will be provided. (Please note
that the date for this event was wrongly advertised in the New Year Newsletter as Saturday 4th July.)
Lunchtime Picnic in the grounds of St Augustine’s Abbey on Saturday 22nd August 2020 at 12.30
onwards. All residents of CT1 and CT2 have free access to the site, now managed by English Heritage.
Bring your own picnic or bring and share. Children are welcome.

Walks
Weekly walking group: Every Wednesday and Friday morning starting from the Kent and Canterbury
hospital gate at 9.30am returning at 10.30. Weather permitting, we walk through the orchards and fields.
All are welcome, just turn up and go. We go at a moderate pace.
Butterflies themed walk coordinated by Dick Vane-Wright in collaboration with Butterfly Conservation,
Kent Branch. This will be on Sunday 23rd August at Lydden Down (near Temple Ewell), and the walk will be
in search of the Adonis Blue and locally even less common Silver-spotted Skipper. The area is approx 15
miles away, so car sharing is essential.
Spring Flowers: Bluebell walk on 10th May, and Cowslip walk on 26th April.

Gardening Interest Group (GIG)
GIG is a network of some 50 individuals who enjoy gardens and gardening. We are gardening enthusiasts
rather than experts, although there is a good deal of expertise within the group. The organisation and
arrangements of the Group are informal and contact is principally via emails or through the GIG Facebook
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page (closed group). If you are interested in joining or hearing more about GIG (free to all OHSCA
members) or if you are already a member and would like to join the GIG Facebook group please contact
the facilitator Alison Culverwell at aculverwell99@gmail.com)
Plant and Produce Share on Monday 25th May at Dick and Hazel’s, 42 Cromwell Rd. Members are
invited to bring any plants, flowers or fruit and vegetables they have grown to swap with others. A brilliant
way to enlarge and vary what each of us have in their gardens.
Gardeners’ Question Time on Sunday 5th April at 3 pm, at the Multiple Sclerosis Therapy Centre. Do
you have problems with wilt, or are your blooms not blooming as you hoped? Perhaps you want to plant a
shrub or a hedge and want advice? Our team of gardening enthusiasts might be able to help. Come along!
Lorna Durrani

Green Team
Litterpick – clean up for Spring
We will be doing a litterpick on Saturday 18 April starting at 10.30am. Gloves, hoops, sacks and
litterpickers will be supplied and I will be at the New Dover Road end of Lichfield Ave. We aim to cover the
New Dover Road and turnings off it and St Lawrence Road – the more people who come the more we can
cover. If you prefer to rip ivy, we will do that too. Please wear sensible footwear!
Trees
We have planted more trees since Christmas – a Judas tree outside the Premier Inn as a memorial to
George Liddle (see p. 3). This was wholly paid for by all your generous donations, including a substantial
sum given by George’s sons in the USA. We are extremely grateful. It is good to leave a living memorial.
Kent Highways also kindly planted a crab apple in Puckle Lane and two more trees, one of which is a
kohlreuteria, replacing others on the New Dover Road close to Churchill Avenue. We are considering sites
for planting in the autumn – do contact me if you have a suggestion.
PS. Planting Trees: Members may be interested in the Facebook page “Canterbury Trees”. All are
welcome to join the group and to post/share information about the protection of trees and tree planting
projects in the district, as well as the carbon-trapping importance of hedges.
Gardens
OHSCA members planted crocuses at the Doris Hughes memorial tree. They are looking good, and are a
bright note to mark the start of Spring. Help with managing the gardens by the cinema and Milton Road
would be very welcome. Please contact me.
Sophie Scott

Playing cards, having a relaxing drink and meeting friends
A few of us gather once a week on a Thursday at 7.30pm to play card games or have a social drink and
chat, or just sit and read the paper, at the friendly Phoenix pub (cnr Old Dover Rd and Cossington Rd).
The Phoenix needs your support or else we might lose yet another local community recreational base.
Neighbourhood Watch Encourages Protecting the Isolated and Vulnerable During the Covid 19
Outbreak. Below is a message from Neighbourhood Watch:
Dear members, you will all be aware of the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. Neighbourhood Watch exists
to look out for communities across England and Wales and at a time like this we encourage you to consider
ways to keep yourself, your loved ones and those in your community safe, particularly the isolated and
vulnerable. We are following the advice from the government and encourage you to do the same:
https://www.gov.uk/government/topical-events/coronavirus-covid-19-uk-government-response
Email: enquiries@ourwatch.org.uk
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OHSCA COMMITTEE 2019–2020
Chair:
Tim Carlyle
Marion Bell
Hon Treasurer:
Sophie Scott
Tim Chancellor
David Kemsley
Helly Langley
Denis Linfoot
Dick Vane-Wright

vacant
Vice-Chair/Planning subcommittee rep.: vicechairtc@ohsca.org
Hon. Secretary/Main OHSCA Contact: 13 Wells Avenue, CT1 3YB Tel: 07713
025245: secretary@ohsca.org
vacant
Membership Secretary/Green Team/Planning subcommittee: 27 Ersham Road
CT1 3AR Tel: 01227 456285: sophie01@btinternet.com
Committee member: website@ohsca.org
ACRA /SCA rep./OHC subcommittee/Press Liaison: press@ohsca.org
Committee member/Planning subcommittee/Tree Champion: trees@ohsca.org
Committee member/OHC subcommittee
Committee member/SEA rep./OHC subcommittee

Weekly CCC planning bulletin
Jonathan Cann: info@ohsca.org
Local History Group rep.
Derek Ray: for information about OHSCA Local History Publications,
contact forstal22@yahoo.co.uk or see
http://www.ohsca.org/publications.html
SEA convenor
Lorna Durrani: social@ohsca.org
Newsletter distribution
Deirdre Hawkes
Events bulletins
Karen Thomsett
Newsletter editor
Greta Cotterell: gretaohsca@gmail.com
If you are uncertain who to contact, please direct your enquiry to the Honorary Secretary (contact
details above).
Note: ACRA = Alliance of pan-Canterbury Residents' Associations; SCA = Southern Canterbury
Alliance; OHC = OHSCA HealthCare subcommittee; SEA = Social Events and Activities subcommittee
Some useful contacts
• For problems with student neighbours contact University of Kent student community liaison
officer: 01227 816156; communityliaison@kent.ac.uk;
https://www.kent.ac.uk/studentservices/community/index.html
• If you are concerned about security or have an urgent query and need to talk to the Canterbury
City Council ‘Out of Hours’ team, their number is 01227 781 879. This redirects to CCC Control
Room staff on duty 24/7.
• To report illegal parking:
https://www.canterbury.gov.uk/info/20062/parking_fines_and_restrictions/43/report_illegal_park
ing
• To report graffiti (with possibility of removal depending on circumstances)
https://www.canterbury.gov.uk/info/20044/vandalism_and_graffiti/55/report_graffiti
.........................................................................................................................................................................

A stroll by Ersham Lakes
As summer approaches what could be nicer than a stroll around Ersham Lakes. We were fortunate to spot
two ‘Orlando’ ducks enjoying a swim before
undertaking their epic journey back to
Florida. Our intrepid photographer captured
the pair on a photo shoot at the corner of
New Dover Road and Ersham Road where
the Lakes are found on most rainy days ....
David Cotterrell
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Over 16: First place: ‘Comma butterfly’ by Madeleine Richardson. The judge’s comment on

the 1st place winning photo was “Nicely composed image, zoomed in closely with dramatic
sunlight set against dark background makes the image stand out. It’s all about the butterfly
and its wing detail.”
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Over 16: Second place: ‘Blean Woods’ by Sarah Lockyer. The judge’s comment was “This
image sets the autumn mood, and it’s interesting that the branch coming across the diagonal
has turned, whilst the rest of the scene is still in green. This visually creates contrast. It’s
catching a moment in time, where the woods are on the cusp of autumn.”
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Under 16: First place: ‘Buff-tip moth caterpillar’ by Sienna Durrani. The judge’s comment was
“Nicely set against this backdrop, the caterpillar is on a mission. There is great texture and
detail in the image, such that it makes you want to reach out and touch it!”
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Under 16: Second place: ‘Clover’ by Alicia Durrani. The judge’s comment was “Up close and
personal, a great expression on the cat’s face ... and an irresistible little pink nose!”
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