
MINUTES OF 1st OHSCA AGM
Friday 29th

 September 2017
Kendall Hall, St Mary Bredin, 59 Nunnery Fields

Present:  a list  of  those in  attendance is  filed with
these Minutes.
Dick  Vane-Wright,  OHSCA  Chair,  welcomed
everyone to the AGM.
1. Apologies
Cliff Arter, Eileen Bassett, Heather and Chris Briggs,
Mr and Mrs Coare, Brian and Yvonne Dale, Tom and
Kathryn  Dobrashian,  Lorna  Durrani,  Pat  Edwards,
Jane Farrell, Gill Gower, Helly Langley, Pete Scott,
Peter Styles, James Slocombe, Fred Whitemore
2.  Minutes  of  Foundation  Meeting  held  29th

November 2016
These were agreed without amendment and signed.
3. Matters Arising
There were no Matters Arising from the Minutes
4. Annual Report from the Chair  (copy filed with
these Minutes)
Dick Vane-Wright spoke of a very busy year dealing
with local issues including the Local Plan, the future
of the Hospital and health services, planning and the
preparation of 4 newsletters and he thanked all the
Committee  members  for  their  hours  of  hard  work
and dedication. He spoke about our successes and
our involvement in the pilot  scheme to monitor  air
quality in and around the City. He thanked the many
OHSCA members who help on sub-committees and
with  litter  clearing,  gardening,  organising  social
events, newsletter distribution, etc. He gave special
thanks  to  Local  History  Group  archivist  Marion
Heath for the creating the splendid “then and now”
visual display of local streets and buildings.
He  read  out  the  position  OHSCA has  taken  with
regard  to  the  proposed  Hospital  shell  and
announced  the  forming  of  a  new  sub-committee
OHSCA Health Watch to concentrate on the hospital
and health services in Canterbury and East Kent.
Dick  paid  a  special  tribute  to  Fred  Whitemore,  a
long-standing member of OHSCA both as past Chair
and  Committee  member  and  he  will  arrange  a
suitable gift to be presented to Fred on his return to
Canterbury.
5.  Annual  Report  from  the  Treasurer  (copy  of
Accounts filed with these Minutes)
Treasurer  Alison  Culverwell  presented  the  2016–
2017 Accounts which had been approved by Alistair
Scott.  She  explained  that  with  2  winding  up
meetings and 1 Foundation Meeting, the increased
costs of printing and IT during 2016–2017, OHSCA
just about broke even.

6. Approval of certified Accounts for the financial
year ending 31st August 2017
The Accounts were agreed and signed by the Chair
– a signed copy is filed with these Minutes.
7. Annual Report from Membership Secretary
Sophie  Scott  explained  that,  with  the  merger  of
OHDS and SCRA, the membership had risen to 304
households.  She  thanked  members  for  their
continued support and encouraged them to ask their
neighbours to join.
8. Annual Reports from Special Interest Groups
Local  History  Group  (LHG Chair’s  full  report  filed
with these Minutes) – Mike Brain told the meeting
that  the Group were actively campaigning to save
the St Mary Bredin School Building on the ring road,
seeking to protect  the future  of  the Woods Stores
artefacts currently stored at the Canterbury Heritage
Museum, working on a new publication centred on
Oaten  Hill  and  continuing  to  collect  oral  histories.
The LHG were also considering installing a history
board in Holman’s Meadow Car Park.
Green Team – Sophie Scott  reported a busy year
planting  bulbs,  flowers  and  trees,  maintaining  the
raised  beds  at  St  George’s  and  Fire  Station  and
creating  new  beds  in  Milton  Road.  The  Team
entered all the gardens in the “South and South East
In Bloom Competition” and were awarded “Thriving”
certificates for  all.  She thanked all  her  helpers for
their gardening efforts.
GIG – there are now 40 members in the Gardening
Activity  Group and  they have  their  own Facebook
page. They visit each other’s gardens, offer advice
and support and run a Tool and Equipment Lending
Library.
SNAG – Alison Culverwell reported a year of social
events  which  included  Picnic  in  St  Augustine’s,
Archive  Film  Show,  2  Plant  swaps,  Tapas  on  the
Terrace.  The group  has  published  a  Recipe  Book
and  a  Christmas  Fayre  is  planned  for  2/12/17  at
Eastbridge  Hospital.  Many  members  at  the  AGM
said they would support a Spring Party/Meal.
9.  Recommendation  regarding  annual
subscription
Alison  Culverwell  recommended  that  the  OHSCA
annual subscription remain at £5 per household.
10. Proposal for revisions to the Constitution
a)  Following  discussion  with  Barton  RA,  it  was
unanimously agreed to include Churchill Road in the
OHSCA area.
b)  Standing  Orders:  3  Membership,  3.2:  it  was
unanimously  agreed  to  change  the  word
“misconduct” to “conduct”.



11.  Nominations  for  Officers  and  Committee
2017-2018
The nomination  papers  for  14  applicants  are  filed
with these Minutes.
12. Elections for Committee members 2017–2018
The following were unanimously elected to form the
next OHSCA Committee
Chair – Dick Vane-Wright
Vice Chairs – Tim Carlyle and David Kemsley
Hon Treasurer – Jeff Derham
Hon Secretary – Marion Bell
Committee  Members:  Alison  Culverwell,  Pat
Edwards,  Gill  Gower, Helly Langley,  Denis Linfoot,
Keith  Rishworth,  Sophie  Scott,  Chris  Tucker,
Graham Wood.
13  Other  Business  (proposed  in  advance  by
Sophie Scott)
Graffiti:  DVW  informed  the  meeting  that  member
Cathy Sales had obtained a licence from Network
Rail  to  clean  graffiti  from the  3  railway  bridges  S
Canterbury.  In  order  to  carry  out  this  work,  she
required funds totalling around £3000. A long debate
about the extent  of  OHSCA’s involvement ensued.
There were photos of  the graffitied bridges and of
Pilgrims  Way bridge  which  has  been  successfully
cleaned and treated. The majority of  members felt
that such work was the responsibility of Network Rail
and that we should not set a precedent by tackling
these issues. Nick Eden-Green suggested we lobby
KCC  and  CCC  on  the  removal  of  graffiti  in
underpasses  and  walkways,  especially  as  the
Council is so keen for everyone to walk in the City.
Cathy  stated  that  the  graffiti  is  often  gang-related
with tags indicating where drug dealing takes place.
OHSCA will discuss the possibility of liaising with the
Police  over  this  issue  at  the  next  Committee
meeting.
A vote was taken whether OHSCA funds should be
used  to  support  Cathy  in  cleaning  graffiti  from,
initially,  one railway  bridge  and the  majority  voted
against.
14. End of formal meeting
David  Kemsley  gave  thanks  on  behalf  of  the
Committee  and  members  to  Dick  for  all  his  hard
work  and  dedication  to  steer  OHSCA through  its
very successful first year.
Regrettably,  there  remained  insufficient  time  for
refreshments and Dick’s  illustrated talk on Kentish
Butterflies. The meeting ended at 9.20 pm.


